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LIBERAL PLAN FOR POLICE 

Executive Summary 

The Liberal Party believes the people of Western Australia deserve a first class 
police force, operating with adequate infrastructure and resources. 

People want to see more police on the beat, protecting their homes and 
communities. 

A WA Liberal Government will invest more than $200 million into WA’s police to ensure 
enough officers are on our streets and protecting the community. 

Under the Labor Government, assaults against police have trebled and there has 
been a 44 per cent increase in crimes against people. 

Labor’s faults 

The Carpenter Labor Government has not given police the tools they need to 
carry out their jobs safely and effectively.  

Labor has hoarded a $2 billion surplus, but they have failed to plan for the future, 
making the people of Western Australia feel unsafe in their communities. 

Six country police stations closed last year, regional police are relying on a 
communication network that fails twice a week on average, the Rural Crime 
Squad has been disbanded, and even though prisons are operating at over 25% 
capacity, not one new prison has been built nor planned for. 

Alan Carpenter, John Kobelke and Jim McGinty just don’t get it. 

Despite their soft laws and lack of respect for police officers, Labor believes that 
people feel safe in their homes and communities. 

Liberal Policy 

The Liberal Party will : 

 Construct  new police facilities and carry out upgrades in a $24 million plan, across 

WA including regional areas 

 Spend an additional $6 million re-opening regional police stations in consultation 

with local communities 

 Recruit an additional 500 police officers over five years and an extra 200 specialist 

officers to further boost police resources 

 Work with police to retain officers and stem the tide of resignations experienced 

in the past several years under Labor, including introducing mandatory sentences 

for assaults on police officers 

 Fight the scourge of graffiti in local communities by re-establishing the highly 

successful Graffiti taskforce which was dismantled under Labor 

 Provide an additional two drug buses to support the Liberals’ tough approach to 

drugs in our community 
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 Re-establish the Rural Crime Squad 

 Work to expand the metropolitan police radio network as well as improve the 

regional radio network 

Construct  new police facilities and carry out upgrades in a $24 
million plan across WA including regional areas 

A Liberal Government will work in conjunction with local councils and police 
across WA to examine where new police facilities should be constructed and 
where existing infrastructure requires upgrading. 

We believe in providing police with adequate infrastructure and resources to 
perform their duties. 

Spend an additional $6 million re-opening regional police 
stations in consultation with local communities 

A Liberal Government will, in consultation with local Shires and police around 
the State, examine where operational needs most exist and where regional police 
stations should be re-established. 

We believe that people working in the police force and those living in regional 
areas are in the best position to help identify where the allocation of resources 
should be directed. 

Recruit an additional 500 police officers over five years and an 
extra 200 specialist officers to further boost police resources 

With a growing population and increasing crime rates, more police are needed 
throughout the state.  

Western Australia needs more police on their feet, in the street. 

The Liberal Party recognises this and will recruit an additional 500 police 
officers over five years and an extra 200 specialist officers to further boost police 
resources. 

A visible, well resourced police presence is vital for providing peace of mind and 
a sense of safety in the community. 

Work with police to retain officers and stem the tide of 
resignations experienced in the past several years under Labor, 
including introducing mandatory sentences for assaults on 
police officers 

The Liberal Party knows that police retention rates need to be addressed 
urgently. 

Labor has had seven years to improve police retention rates, however they have 
done nothing to tackle this problem. 
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On 27 February 2008, the Liberal Party introduced a Bill into parliament 
requiring jail terms for serious assaults on police officers. Despite the 
overwhelming support in the community and from police for reform in this area, 
the Labor Government flatly refused to support this Bill.  

A Liberal Government will introduce a series of minimum mandatory jail terms 
for assaults on both police and public officers, sending a simple message to 
offenders - if an officer is assaulted and sustains bodily harm, the offender will go 
to jail. 

A Liberal Government will also support funding medical expenses for police 
forced out of employment due to injury obtained whilst on duty or illness. 
Labor’s snap election put this legislation on the backburner. 

In Government, we will also sit down with police and their relevant associations 
to discuss ways in which retention rates may improve. 

We believe these measures will go a long in way in helping stem resignations 
from the force and help retain officers.  

Fight the scourge of graffiti in local communities by re-
establishing the highly successful Graffiti taskforce which was 
dismantled under Labor 

The removal of graffiti must occur as quickly as possible once it has been 
identified. Limited resources have left local governments out-of-pocket in trying 
to clean up the mess. 

A Liberal Government will re-establish the Graffiti Taskforce, established in 1996 
by the Court Government and axed by the ALP. The purpose of the Taskforce will 
be to engage with local governments in a united effort to tackle the problem of 
graffiti. 

The Taskforce will also ensure that adequate education and planning 
information for local councils, businesses and state agencies is made available to 
help reduce the incidence of graffiti.  Critical to tackling the scourge of graffiti at 
the source will be a complementary effort to increase the penalties for offenders 
and cracking down on the retailers who sell spray paint to minors.   

Provide an additional two drug buses to support the Liberals’ 
tough approach to drugs in our community 

Western Australia is in the middle of a drug epidemic and unfortunately, many 
people have ignored the dangers of driving under the influence of drugs. 

Almost 6500 motorists have been caught driving under the influence of drugs 
since the Drug Bus first took to the streets of Western Australia last October. 

A Liberal Government will fund two drug buses, testing for both drugs and 
alcohol in a bid to help keep our streets safer. 
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Re-establish the Rural Crime Squad 

Responsible for specific crimes committed in rural areas such as the illegal sale 
of meat and animal theft, the Rural Crime Squad was disbanded last year by the 
Carpenter Labor Government.   

We believe this Squad played an important role for farmers, one that cannot be 
filled by local police. 

A Liberal Government will re-establish the Rural Crime Squad, providing 
Western Australian farmers with a specialised service. 

Work to expand the metropolitan police radio network as well 
as improve the regional radio network 

The Liberal Party believes the Perth Metropolitan Radio Network needs to be 
expanded to include high density areas north, east and south of Perth. 

This means that more police officers will be able to access and rely on the secure 
network, helping them carry out their duties more efficiently.  

A Liberal Government will also examine the relevant costs associated with 
upgrading the 25-year-old regional radio network, recognising that a significant 
upgrade is essential. 

 

 

 


